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Charles  Corey,  Jr.,  director  of  the  Center  for  International  Seamen  and 


:  .M  mission  grows.  onDoard  the  snips,  i  here  are  six 

;  i  Severn  area  church-  of  us  who  usually  go  together. 
.  ^■es  are  on  a  rotating  We  take  the  video  in  their  lan- 
‘  i  schedule  to  ensure  the  guage  on  board,  and  we’ll  pro- 
•  Center  is  properly  vide  soda,  chips,  dip,  and  cook- 
staffed.  Bobby  Ham-  ies.  We  also  provide  little  gift 
IfelMSB  mond,  a  member  of  packets  —  we  get  businessmen 
Hew  Hope  Church,  Gulfport,  is  to  bring  home  the  little  soaps 
a  member  of  the  Center’s  board  and  shampoos  they  get  in  hotel 


Captain  Ivan 


IN  PORT  —  Captain  Ivan 
Larson  (left)  and  mate  Comelio 
Garcia,  of  the  ship  Mar  Caribe 
Majuro,  are  typical  of  the  sea¬ 
men  who  receive  ministry 
from  the  Center  for 
International  Seamen  and 
Truckers  in  Gulfport.  (BR 
photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


and  make  up  packets 
with  those  and  other  toiletries. 

_  "After  we  show  die  video, 

"We’re  able  to  provide  tracts  for  we  use  the  Gideon  plan  of  sal- 
them,  make  phone  calls  for  them  vation,"  Oerting  continued.  _  _  . 

for  the  truckers,  we  can  provide  "We’ve  found  that  it's  simple  Seamen  and  Thickers  is  sup- 
showers.  The  sailors  come  up  to  and  short  We  hand  out  photo-  ported  by  Gulf  ^Coast 
the  Center  for  fellowship  ana  to  copies  of  the  outline,  especially 
play  pool,  but  shopping  is  the  if  there’s  a  language  issue.  We 
big  deal  for  them.  also  give  out  New  Testaments. 

q’Our  church  provides  vohin-  "Those  who  get  saved  want 

teers  on  die  first  and  third  to  take  a  copy  of  the  video 
Friday  nights,"  Hammond  stat-  home,"  Oerting  stated,  smiling, 
ed.  "We  drive  the  van  to  take  "Of  course,  we  try  to  provide 
them  where  they  need  to  go."  that  for  them. 


and  165  spiritual 


chickens  and  catde,  with  some 
items  even  going  to  Cuba. 

With  such  international  traf¬ 
fic,  ministry  opportunities  are 
numerous.  Dewitt  Craft  of 
Liberty  is  a  typical  volunteer. 

"We're  involved  with 
Campers  on  Mission,”  said  Craft. 
"We  pull  our  camper  down  and 


die  Center,  contac 
(228)  868-252! 

ccoreyjr2fes.com 
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The  year  2003  brought  manv  great 
advances  in  the  quest  to  fulfill  our 
Lord's  Great  Commission 
(Matthew  28:18-20).  Opportunities  that 
existed  only  in  dreams  a  few  years  ago  all 
of  a  sudden  became  reality. 

Doors  opened  that  had  been  closed  for 
decades.  Tne  eyes,  ears,  and  hearts  of  so 
many  people  were  timed  to  hear  and 
understand  the  Gospel  message,  that  it 
seemed  the  whole  world  was  yearning  to 
know.  More  Mississippi  Baptists  than  ever 
went  to  more  places  to  witness  to  more 
people  than  anyone  could  have  imagined, 
and  the  missions  tempo  is  quicken¬ 
ing  as  we  look  forward  to  2004. 

Before  we  direct  our  prayers  and 
our  resources  to  the  future  and  its 
enormous  potential,  however,  we 
should  take  a  moment  to  give  God 
the  glory  for  the  victories  gained  in 
His  service  during  2003  —  and 
remember  the  martyrs.  Always,  we 
should  remember  tne  martyrs. 

A  few  short  hours  before  2003 
dawned,  three  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  lost  their  lives  and  a 
fourth  missionary  was  wounded  at 
H.-  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Jibla, 
I  Yemen.  Surgeon  Martha  Myers,  hos- 
pital  administrator  Bill  Koehn,  ai>d 
supply  manager  Kathleen  Gariety 
were  murdered  by  a  Muslim 
extremist  as  they  went  about  their  normal 
hospital  duties.  Pharmacist  Don  Caswell 
was  critically  wounded  but  has  recovered 
and  returned  to  the  mission  field. 

In  the  12  months  that  have  transpired 
since  the  shootings,  the  hospital  has  oeen 
transferred  from  tne  International  Mission 
Board  to  a  local  Yemeni  charity  and  the 


Gariety 


normally, 

martyred  there  should  never  be  forgotten. 

Judy  Williams,  a  surgeon  at  the  Jibla 
hospital,  told  international  reporters  cover¬ 
ing  the  shootings,  "These  individuals 
deeply  loved  and  cared  for  the  people  of 
Yemen.  They  freely  chose  to  serve  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  and  although  their  lives 


on  earth  have 
ended,  nothing 
was  taken  from 
them  that  they 
hadn't  already 
freely  given." 

mule  Southern 
Baptists  were  still 
reeling  from  the 
Jibla  tragedy,  mis¬ 
sionary  William  P. 

"Bill"  Hyde  was 
killed  ana  another 
missionary  and 
her  two  children 
seriously  injured  when  a  terrorist  bomb 
exploded  at  the  airport  at  Davao  City  in 
Philippines. 

Hyde  was  at  the  aiiport  to  pick  up  the 
Stevens  family.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  were  returning  from  a 
short  vacation.  Barbara  Stevens  was 
injured  in  the  blast,  as  were  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah,  age  four,  and  son  Nathan,  10 
months  old.  Husband  and  father  Mark 
Stevens  was  not  injured. 

At  least  20  other  people  were  killed  and 
144  more  people  injured  by  the  bomb, 
which  detonated  inside  a  bus  shelter 
crowded  with  people  trying  to  escape  a 
downpour.  The  crime  has  not  been  solved 
and  no  suspects  were  ever  arrested. 

Family  friend  Ed.Gregory,  missions  team 
leader  for  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Iowa, 
described  Bill  Hyde  as  a  spirited  mission- 

,  fulfilling  different 
He  was 

tiy  developing  ‘Filipino  pastors, 
helping  them  get  new  work  started,  and 
then  mentoring  them  in  their  roles.” 

The  loss  of  these  four  great  men  and 
women  has  been  a  blow  to  all  of  us,  but  we 
must  press  onward  toward  the  prize. 

During  this  war  against  terrorism  in 
the  midst  of  which  we  currently  find 
ourselves,  national  political  leaders  are 
quick  to  remind  us  that  the  battle  will  be 
long  and  hard-fought,  that  those  who 
fall  in  battle  will  be  many,  and  that  the 
cause  will  ultimately  be  worth  the  steep 
price  we  are  now  paying. 


Caswell 


Hyde 


The  same  can  be  said  of  the  spiritual 
warfare  that  rages  all  around  us.  The  bat¬ 
tle  that  Christians  have  been  fighting  for 
2,000  years  has  also  been  long  and  hard- 
fought,  and  the  casualties  nave  been 
high.  However,  we  already  know  the 
great  victory  is  ours. 

May  we  walk  boldly  in  the  big  foot¬ 
prints  left  by  the  martyrs,  and  may  we 
lift  high  the  banner  for  which  they  died. 
Their  Diood  demands  no  less  from  us, 
the  people  privileged  to  be  called  by  the 
name  Christian. 


The  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record  prays  for  you 
and  your  loved  ones  a  most  joyous  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ, 
and  wishes  for  each  of  you  a  happy  new  year. 
We  thank  you  for  your  support  and  look  for- 
xvard  to  serving  you  in  2004. 


Southern  Baptist  missionaries  give  lives  on  field 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  workers,  by  the 
very  nature  of  their  daily  life  and 
minis  tty  in  communities 
throughout  the  world,  have 
always  lived  with  a  measure  of 
danger  during  die  158-year  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
and  its  successor,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Remarkably,  however,  only  21 
workers  among  the  many  thou¬ 
sands  sent  out  have  been  killed 
on  die  mission  field  in  violent  cir¬ 
cumstances  since  1845.  They  are: 

•  March  4,  2003  —  Bill 
Hyde,  working  in  Philippines. 
Killed  by  a  terrorist  bomb 
planted  at  Davao  City  Airport. 

•  December  30,  2002  — 
Bill  Koehn,  Martha  Myers, 
and  Katlw  Gariety,  working 
at  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Jibla,  Yemen.  Murdered  by  a 
Muslim  extremist. 


Lpril  21, 1998  —  Charles  W. 
Jr.,  working  in  Colombia, 


•At 

Hood  Jr.,  working  in  C< 

South  America.  Snot  to  death  in 
his  front  yard  by  robbers. 


•  March  23,  1995  —  Chu 
Hon  and  Kei  Yi,  Khabarovsk, 
working  in  Russia.  Murdered 
in  their  locked  apartment. 

•  March  27,  1991  —  Lynda 
Bethea,  working  in  Kenya. 
Beaten  to  death  by  highway 
robbers  near  Kijabe,  Kenya. 
Her  husband  Larry  was  also 
brutally  beaten  but  survived. 

•  October  2,1990  —  Mary 
Anna  Gilbert,  working  in  China. 
Killed  in  crash  of  hijacked 
Chinese  jetliner  in  Guangzhou, 
China  (teacher  with  Cooperative 
Services  International). 

•  November  26,  1986  — 
Libby  Senter,  working  in 
Liberia.  Murdered  along  with 
her  daughter  Rachel. 

•  October  11,  1985  —  James 
Philpot,  working  in  Mexico.  Shot 
dead  during  an  altercation  after  a 
minor  automobile  accident. 

•  June  15, 1978  —  Archie  G. 
Dunaway  Jr.,  working  in 
Rhodesia.  Killed  by  guerrillas 
seeking  an  African-majority 


government  in  the  white-ruled, 
former  British  colony. 

•  March  11,  1973  —  Gladys 
Hopewell,  working  in  Taiwan. 
No  details  of  her  murder  were 
available. 

•  Januaty  16, 1972 ^Mavis 
Pate,  working  in  the  Gaza  area 
of  the  Middle  East.  Shot  by 
Arab  guerrillas  in  ambush  as 
she  drove  near  a  refugee  camp. 

•  July  7, 1971  —  Paul  E.  and 
Nancy  Potter,  working  in  the 
Dominican  Republic.  No 
details  of  their  murders  were 
available. 


•  December  1880  —  John 
Westrup,  working  in  Mexico. 
Murdered  by  band  of  20 
Indians  and  Mexicans  while 
traveling  from  Santa  Rosa  to 
Monterey. 

•  October  1,  1861  —  J. 
Landrum  Holmes,  working  in 
China.  Murdered  while 
attempting  to  dissuade 
invaders  from  attacking  the 
village  of  Chu  Kia  on 
Shantung  Peninsula  during 
the  Taiping  Rebellion. 


February  10, 


1951  — 


William  L.  Wallace,  .working  in 
China,  died  in  communist 
prison.  Many  people  familiar 
with  Wallace's  case  believe  the 
physician  was  tortured  to 
death  by  the  Communist 
Chinese. 


•  January  1942  —  Rufas  F. 
Gray,  working  in  China.  Died 
in  Japanese  camj 
oners  in  “ 


vtiuiig  All  V1UIU1.  L/1CU 

lese  camp  for  war  pris- 
Baguio,  Philippines. 


Additionally,  40  Southern 
Baptist  workers  have  been 
killed  in  accidents  during  the 
history  of  IMB  and  FMB,  and 
many  more  workers  have 
been  victims  of  kidnappings, 
assaults,  carjackings,  and 
other  major  crimes.  A  total  of 
18  deaths  —  including  12  in 
China  —  were  reported  prior 
to  1937  but  without  a  fisted 
cause  of  death. 


Source:  International  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Conventon,  Richmond,  Va. 


*  The  Baptist  Record- 
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December  18, 2003 


in  American 


The  Baptist  Hymnal,  first  released  in  1991  for  use  in  churches,  is 
unveiled  with  a  new  title  and  supplementary  materials  for  use  in  family 
worship.  The  Baptist  Hymnal  for  Home  &  Family  was  edited  by  Wesley 
Forbis,  director  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  s  Music  Ministries  Department. 


North  Winona  Church,  under  the  leaership  of  Frank  Bishop  adds 
an  additional  75  international  flags  to  the  42  flags  already  owned  by 
the  church.  The  church  has  undertaken  a  project  to  make  a  flag  for 
every  nation  where  Southern  Baptists  have  a  missionary. 


of 

at 


taton 


First  Church,  Pontotoc,  dedicates  its  new  $60,000  education  annex,  with 
Chester  Quarles,  executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  serving  as  guest  speaker.  Located  on  a  lot  just  south  of  the  existing 
church,  the  new  three  story  building  "is  modem  in  every  detail." 


Theological  giant  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  90,  dies 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr,  presi- 
Carl  EH.  Henry,  a  staunch  dent  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
defender  of  biblical  authority,  Louisville,  Ky.,  said  Henry's 
a  giant  evangelical  theologian  death  presents  a  challenge  to 
of  the  20th  century,  and  the  die  next  generation  of  evangel- 
founding  editor  of  icals.  "The 


ot  tne  zutit  century,  and  the  die  next  generation  of  evangel 
founding  editor  of  icals.  "The 
Christianity  Today,  died  Dec.  torch  has  now 
7.  He  was  90  years  of  age.  been  passed  to 
Known  as  the  dean  of  a  new  genera- 
evangelical  theologians  by  tion,"  Mohler 
some,  Henry  helped  shape  wrote  on  his 
evangelical  thought  during  Crosswalk.com 
the  middle  of  the  20th  century  weblog.  'The 
by  arguing  that  fundamental-  real  question  is 
ism  and  its  belief  in  separa-  now  this:  Will 
tion  from  culture  was  ineffec-  the  present 
tive.  Evangelicals,  he  assert-  generation  of 
ed,  must  engage  the  culture.  evangelicals 
In  the  later  naif  of  the  cen-  run  die  race  — 
tury  Henry  defended  the  doc-  or  run  front  the 
trine  of  "biblical  inerrancy,  challenge?" 
asserting  that  heresy  is  rooted  Morris  H. 
in  an  improper  understand-  Chapman, 
ing  of  God's  revelation.  His  president  of 
six-volume  God,  Revelation  the  Southern 
and  Authority,  released  from  Baptist  Con- 
1976-82,  served  as  a  monu-  vention  (SB( 
mental  guide  to  the  centrality  Committee,  n 
of  the  doctrine  of  revelation.  influence  in  thi 
Henry,  a  member  of  Capitol  biblical  authori 
Hill  Church  in  Washington,  influence  as 
D.C.,  died  in  his  sleep  in  thinker  and  j 
Watertown,  Wis.  only  had  a  n 

"The  mission  of  the  church  is  impact  upon 


run  die  race  — 
or  run  front  the 
challenge?" 

Morris  H. 

Chapman, 

S resident  of 

ie  Southern  Her 

Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  Executive 
Committee,  noted  Henry's 
influence  in  the  struggle  over 
biblical  authority.  "Dr.  Heniy’s 
influence  as  a  Christian 
thinker  and  gentleman  not 
only  had  a  most  profound 
impact  upon  the  shape  of 


to  attend  Wheaton  College, 
where  he  became  friends  with 
classmates  Billy  Graham  and 
Harold  Lindsell  (author  of 
The  Battle  for  the  Bible). 

Henry  earned 
bachelor  and  mas¬ 
ter  of  arts  degrees 
at  Wheaton  and 
bachelor  of  divini¬ 
ty  and  doctor  of 
theology  degrees 
from  Northern 
Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in 
Lombard,  Ill.  He 
later  received  a 
Ph.D.  at  Boston 
University. 

He  met  his  wife 
Helga  Bender  at 
Wheaton.  They 
were  married  in 
1940  and  later  had 
two  children. 

'  Henry  went 


Henrv  iwu  uuiuren. 

y  Henry  went 

Executive  into  teaching,  serving  first  at 


Commission  (now  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission) 
and  in  1993  he  spoke  at 
Southern  Seminary  during 
events  surrounding  Mohler  s 
inauguration.  He  last  visited 
Southern  Seminary  in  1999. 

During  the  2001  interview 
with  Southern  Seminary 
Magazine,  Henry  praised  the 
movement  by  Southern 
Baptists  to  return  to  their 
orthodox  biblical  roots.  "The 
collapse  of  modernism  and 
the  reassertion  of  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  biblical  authority 
within  the  denomination  are 
significant,"  he  said.  "It  means 
that  God  has  provided  a  new 
opportunity  for  evangelical 
renewal  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  beyond." 

Henry  lamented  the  drift 
toward  modernism  and  liber¬ 
alism  within  many  Baptist 
institutions. 


to  embrace  both  evangelism  evangelicalism,  many  view 
and  cultural  impact,"  he  said  in  him  as  the  champion  in  the 

_ -  .  *  o  i  . . i  e  .f  n*Li_  ii  ✓"*! _ 


a  2001  interview  with  Southern 
Seminary  Magazine.  ’To  neglect 
either  is  catastrophic.  This  is  the 
lesson  of  both  Protestant  liber¬ 
alism  and  fundamentalism." 

David  Dockery,  president  of 
Union  University  in  Jackson, 


Christianity.  No  Christian 
thinker  in  this  country  has  done 
more  to  advance  orthodox  the¬ 
ology  and  full-orbed  Christian 
worldview  thinking  than  Carl 
EH.  Henry,"  Dockery  said. 
"Evangelicals  across  this  coun¬ 
try  and  die  entire  world  stand 
in  debt  to  Dr.  Henry  for  his 
years  of  service  and  leadership 
across  the  evangelical  world." 


battle  for  the  Bible,"  Chapman 
said.  "His  exemplary  scholar¬ 
ship,  tenacious  devotion  and 
gracious  spirit  have  left  an 
indelible  impression  upon  the 
Christian  community." 

Bom  Jan.  22, 1913,  to  immi¬ 
grant  parents  in  New  York 
City,  Henry  grew  up  under  a 
Roman  Catholic  mother  and  a 
Lutheran  father  but  in  1933  — 
"by  the  grace"  of  God  he 
would  write  later  —  he  was 
saved  at  the  age  of  20. 

"That  very  day,  had  the 
risen  Redeemer  commanded, 
I  would  have  gone  to  China 
or  to  any  of  the  uttermost 
parts,"  he  wrote  in  1958. 

*  «  *  r  i.  _ _ *i • _ 


Northern  Seminary  and  later  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.  While  at 
Northern  Seminary,  Henry 
wrote  The  Uneasy  Conscience 
of  Modem  Fundamentalism  in 
which  he  critiqued  the  funda¬ 
mentalism  of  the  day  and 
argued  that  evangelicalism 
must  engage  the  culture  intel¬ 
lectually. 

In  1956,  Henry  became  the 
first  editor  of  Christianity 
Today,  which  was  the  brain¬ 
child  of  Graham  and  was  start¬ 
ed  as  an  evangelical  alternative 
to  the  more  liberal  Christian 
Century.  Henry  left 
Christianity  Today  in  1968  and 
went  to  Cambridge,  England, 
to  study,  but  later  returned  to 
the  United  States  to  teach  at 
Eastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia. 

Henry  considered  himself  a 
Baptist  for  the  last  50-plus 
years  of  his  life.  In  1958,  he 
wrote  an  article  titled.  Twenty 


Instead,  Henry  felt  a  calling  Years  a  Baptist  —  an  article  that 

was  later  included  in  the  2001 


"We  need  more  than  two 
hands  to  count  up  the  number 
of  Baptist  institutions  that 
have  gone  down  the  drain 
doctrinally,"  he  said  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  1993. 
"There  are  gratifying  signs, 
however,  of  a  recovery  of  aca¬ 
demic  heritage.  ...If  a  compre¬ 
hensive  Christian  alternative 
to  the  prevalent  secular  out¬ 
look  is  to  arise,  it  will  come 
from  Christian  academia.  The 
foes  of  Christian  education 
can  hardly  be  expected  to 
respond  critically  to  their 
own  theories." 

Throughout  his  life  and  to 
the  end,  Henry  stressed  the 
importance  of  intellectual 
engagement.  Two  years  before 
his  death  he  said  he  was  con- 


book.  Why  I  Am  A  Baptist.  cemed  about  the  future  of 

Henry  spoke  at  the  1987  SBC  evangelical  scholarship.  "1  am 
Pastors'  Conference  and  in  1994  very  worried  about  the  loss  of 
was  given  the  title  by  Southern  the  priority  of  the  mind 
Seminary  of  senior  research  among  evangelicals,"  he  said 
professor  of  Christian  theology,  in  2001.  "This  is  a  matter  of 
fn  1988  he  gave  the  address  at  great  importance  in  the  strue- 
Richard  Land's  installation  as  gle  for  evangelical  fidelity.  It 
head  of  the  (SBC)  Christian  Life  must  not  be  Forgotten." 
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ORGANIST,  CASTLEWOODS 

Baptist  Church.  Send  a  letter  of  inter¬ 
est  or  resume  to  175  Stonecastle 
Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39047  via  mail 
or  fax.  Fax  (601 )  992-2623.  For  infor¬ 
mation  call  (601)  992-9977. _ 


NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 

Meridian,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  Associate  pastor  of  youth  and 
education.  Please  send  resumes  dr 
letters  of  interest  to  New  Hope 
Baptist  Church,  attention  search 
committee,  6573  Highway  145 
South,  Meridian,  MS  39301 . 


SEEKING  PART-TIME  CHURCH  SEC¬ 
RETARIAL  position  in  the  Jackson, 
Miss  area.  Contact  Chasity  Martin 
(601 )  926-4618.  _ 


DERMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
DERMA,  Miss.,  searching  for  part- 
time  bi-vocational  adult  choir 
director.  If  interested  in  this  posi¬ 
tion,  please  send  resume  to  Derma 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  67, 
Derma,  MS  38839.  If  you  have  any 
other  questions  about  this 
position,  call  the  church  office  at 
(662)  628-5595,  Monday  -  Friday 
between  8  am  and  5  pm. 


The  adult  choir  of  Mt  Carmel 
Church,  Edinburg,  will  present 
their  Christmas  Cantata, 
Bethlehem's  Child,  on  December 
21  at  11  a.m.  All  are  welcome.  For 
more  information,  call  (601)  267- 
5717  between  8:30  and  11:30  a.m. 
Keith  Fulton  is  pastor. 

t 

Steve  Walker,  music  evange¬ 
list  from  Pinola,  will  be  featured 
in  a  special  Christmas  concert 
December  21  at  6  p.m.  at 
Fellowship  Church,  Mendenhall. 
Admission  is  free,  but  a  love 
offering  will  be  received.  Donald 
Green  is  pastor.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  849-3324  or 
(601)  847-4375. 


First  Church,  Terry,  exceeded 
their  goal  of  $2,000  for  the 
Margaret  Lackey  Offering  to  sup¬ 
port  State  Missions  by  giving  a 
total  of  $2,238.50.  John  H.  Pace, 
Jr.  is  pastor. 

Michael  J.  Winstead  was* 
recently  ordained  to  the  ministry 
by  Springfield  Church,  Morton. 
Winstead  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  University  in 
Starkville  and  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth.  He  current¬ 
ly  serves  as  minister  to  students  at 
First  Church,  Richland.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Springfield  Church 
deacon  -  Danny  Wade  and 
Winstead.  Frank  Lay  is  pastor. 
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D.  Wade,  Springfield  church  deacon,  and  M.  Winstead 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 

December  commencement 
exercises  are  set  for  December 
19  at  7  p.m.  in  A.  E.  Wood 
Coliseum,  Mississippi  College 
campus.  Approximately  185 
students  will  receive  degrees. 


Abbott  and  Caldwell 


Degrees  will  be  conferred  by 
Lee  G.  Royce,  president.  The 
address  will  be  delivered  by 
Edward  Valente,  professor  of 
Chemistry.  Valente  was  named 
the  2002-2003  Distinguished 
Professor  of  the  Year. 


The  Board  of 
Ministerial 
Education  of  the 
MBCB  awarded  the 
William  Clawson 
Scholarship  to 
William  Carey 
College  student 
Logan  Abbott, 
Townsend,  Term. 
Abbott  is  a  religion 
major  and  biblical 
language  minor  at 
William  Carey 
College  (WCC). 
Established  by  the 
Board  to  honor 
William  Clawson 


for  his  years  of  exemplary  service 
in  foe  school  of  religion  at  WCC, 
this  scholarship  is  awarded  to  a 
deserving  religion  student. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Abbott, 
Daniel  Caldwell,  dean  of  foe 
Cooper  School  of  Missions  and 
Biblical  Studies  at  Carey,  and  a 
member  of  foe  Board  of 
Ministerial 
Education. 


Mississippi 
College  (MC) 
announces  that 
Boyd  Golding, 
a  debate  gradu¬ 
ate  of  1937, 
Clinton,  has 
established  the 
first  MC  Speech 
and  Debate 
Team 
Endowment 
Fund.  The 
Endowment 


will  be  used  to  support  foe  MC 
Speech  and  Debate  Team's 
expenses  as  they  represent  MC  in 
Forensic  competitions  through¬ 
out  foe  Central  Southern  region. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Lee 
Royce,  president,  Golding,  and 
Web  Drake,  Department  of 
Communications. 


Royce,  Golding,  and  Drake 


McKeever  offers  cartoons  for  January  Bible  Study 


Joe  McKeever,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Kenner,  La., 
and  a  former  Mississippi 
Baptist  pastor  and  church 
staffer,  has  released  his  annual 
January  Bible  Study  cartoons 
to  complement  this  year's 


study  of  I  and  II  Timothy. 
McKeever,  who  draws  editori¬ 
al  cartoons  for  state  Baptist 
newspapers,  is  syndicated  by 
Baptist  Press  in  Nashville. 
There  is  no  charge  for  the 
January  Bible  Study  cartoons  if 


downloaded  from  www. 
fbckenner.org.  The  cartoons  are 
also  copyrignt-free.  A  two-dol- 
lar  fee  to  cover  the  costs  of 
printing  and  postage  is 
required  if  the  cartoons,  are 
ordered  and  mailed  fronqf^rst 


Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1357, 
Kenner,  LA  70063.  For  more 
information,  contact  McKeever 
at  fbckl@compuserve.com,  or 
call  (504)  466-5381.  Samples 
from  foe  January  Bible  Study 
cartoon  set  are  printed  below. 


TH*T 
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IT  TIMOTHY 


Unto  Us  A  Child  Is  Born 

The  focus  of  the  world  is 
once  again  on  the  birth  of  a 
baby.  Not  just  "a"  baby,  but 
God's  child.  His  Son,  and  our 
Savior!  For  centuries  the 
prophets  had  told  about  His 
birth  and  now,  for  centuries, 
you  and  I  have  celebrated  that 
birth.  The  infinite  God  step¬ 
ping  down  into  the  finite  exis¬ 
tence  of  our  world  clothed  as  a 
little  child.  What  a  blessing! 
What  a  marvel!  Oh  what  grace 
that  God  would  intentionally 
send  down  His  lovely,  innocent 
Son  in  order  to  bear  our  sins. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  any 
of  us  would  have  ever  thought 
about  carrying  .  out 
"Redemptions"  work  ip  this 
fashion.  It  goes  against  our 
warped  thought  process.  It 
moves  contrary  to  our  aversion 
to  pain  and  burden  to  think 
that  God  would  give  up  His 
boy  and  release  Him  to  come  to 
earth  to  live  His  life  perfectly 
so  that  He  could  die  for  all  of 
our  imperfections.  But,  that  is 
exactly  what  happened  and 
that  is  why  we  celebrate.  Jesus 
has  come  to  save  us! 

As  with  moms  and  dads 
through  the  centuries,  when  this 
baby  was  anticipated,  they  won¬ 
dered  what  ne  should  be 
named.  But,  early  cm  the  issue 
was  settled  because  an  angel 
appeared  and  said  that  His 
name  had  been  chosen  by 
Heaven  and  His  name  would  be 
Jesus.  Jesus,  which  literally 
means  that  "God  saves!"  Jesus, 
which  would  be  a  description  of 

SthingtttfTHe  came  here 
sus,  whose  name  would 
all  of  the  hopes  for  the 
future.  'Oh,  what  a  celebration! 

Just  before  Christmas  2003, 
our  family,  too,  was  expecting  a 
new  arrival.  The  approximate 
date  was  known  ana  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  his  coming  had  been 
made  and  we  had  been  told 
that  the  baby  was  going  to  be  a 
boy.  Then,  only  days  before 
Christmas,  the  blessing 
arrived.  There  were  no  shep¬ 
herds  nor  wise  men,  just  mom 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


and  dad  (Melodi  and  Tim)  and 
big  sister  Madi,  along  with  a 
host  of  grandparents,  uncles, 
aunts,  cousins,  and  friends 
were  on  hand  to  welcome  his 
arrival.  So  it  was,  for  us,  as 
God  designed  it  to  be  -  a  won¬ 
derful,  special  event  where 
"Unto  us  a  child  was  bom." 

Now,  tiie  question  of  tire  ages 
awaited  an  answer  —  "and  nis 
name  shall  be  called. . ."  Standing 
in  the  doorway  of  the  delivery 
room  tiie  fatner,  holding  his 
younajpn,  announced  and  mtro- 
ducecWHilton  Banks  McNair." 
Scripture  is  always  accurate  and 
insigfitful,  and  when  it  says  that 
a  good  name  is  rather  to  be  cho¬ 
sen  than  great  riches,  it  is  right  on 
tareet!  This  new  little  baby  is 


target!  This  new  little  baby  is 
named  for  two  significant  men  in 
his  life  that  he  wul  not  meet  but 
will  certainly  come  to  know. 
"Hilton"  was  his  mother's  great- 
uncle  and  "Banks"  was  his  dad's 
grandfather.  Both  of  them  were 
hard-working,  good  men  that 
were  involved  m  church  and 
community  life,  and  deeply 
cared  for  their  families. 

Now,  this  little  fellow  is  going 
to  be  railed  "Banks."  I  suppose 
that  if  you  looked  that  word  up 


f  you  looket 
;  dictionary] 
initial  relat 


institutions  a,  if  used  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  way,  it  would  describe  the 
sides  of  a  river.  I  guess  for  some 
NASCAR  folks  it  would  describe 
*  the  slope  of  a  trade  as  the  cars  go 
into  a  turn.  But,  in  this  case,  it 
describes  a  6  lb.  13  oz.  little  boy! 

Let's  let  his  name  describe 
him.  The  "B"  stands  for  beau¬ 
tiful.  As  in  the  case  of  most  of 
us,  the  grandkids,  and  maybe 
the  kids,  are  beautiful  and  in 
Banks' case,  he  certainly  is.  As 


rnd  a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  so  hand- 
ti  a  some  that  I  stopped  by  and 
les,  picked  him  up  a  little  camou- 
ids  flage  outfit  with  hat  included, 
his  so  that  he  would  look  the  part 
as  of  a  rugged  hunter, 
on-  Isn'tit  amazing  how  God 

tere  can  take  just  two  eyes,  two 
ears,  a  nose,  little  mouth  and 
iges  chin,  and  package  them  togeth- 
his  er  so  beautifully!  Over  and 
ling  over,  through  the  years.  He  has 
rery  done  it  and  He  has  done  it 
his  again  in  His  own  unique  way. 
too-  The  "A"  stands  for  athletic, 

air."  It  was  amazing  as  this  little  boy 
and  was  hardly  over  an  hour  old 
that  and  he  was  pushing  up!  Before 
tiio-  we  ever  saw  him,  you  could 
ten  hear  his  powerful  lungs  from 
y  is  the  room  where  he  was  Dom.  I 
ai  in  know  that  he  is  still  in  the 
but  fledgling  form,  but  you  can 
low.  already  tell  just  by  the  way  he 
neat-  handles  himself  and  the  way  he 
ad's  moves  that  he  is  going  to  nave 
vere  a  lot  of  athletic  ability, 
that  The  "N"  stands  for  intellec- 
and  hial.  Now,  I  certainly  under¬ 
eply  stand  that  many  of  you  proba¬ 
bly  spell  intellectual  with  an 
oing  "1*.  I've  never  really  under¬ 
pose  stood  that  when  it  just  sounds 
i  up  like  "N-tellectual!"  But,  in  this 
find  case,  it's  an  unusual  kind  of 
tidal  "N-tellect"  Already,  you  can 
iffer-  tell  how  bright  he  is.  You  can 
>  the  call  his  name  and  he  looks 
iome  around.  He  is  making  some 
cribe  sounds  that  already  have  defi¬ 
rs  go  nite  overtones  of  brilliance, 
se,  it  But,  my  prayer  and  my  desire 
x>y!  for  him  is  that  he  will  have  that 
cribe  unusual  kind  of  vital  intellect 
eiu-  in  that  he  will  know  our  Lord. 
St  of  Sure,  it  will  be  important  for 
aybe  him  to  learn  to  read,  to  write, 
d  in  and  to  understand  and  com- 
;.  As  municate  with  the  world 


around  him,  but  all  of  that 
would  be  meaningless  if  he  did 
not  know  the  Lora. 

What  does  God  have  in  store 
for  this  little  package  of  life? 
Will  he  be  a  preacher,  a  sales¬ 
man,  a  doctor,  or  a  teacher?  I 
do  not  know,  but  what  I  do 
know  is  that  God  has  a  plan  for 
his  life  and  I  want,  more  than 
anything,  for  him  to  know  that 
plan  and  to  know  that  God 
who  has  made  him. 

The  "K"  stands  for  kept. 
While  there  are  children  in  this 
world  that  no  one  care6  for  and 
there  are  even  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  children  who  are 
disposed  of  before  they  can 
ever  see  the  light  of  day,  mis  lit¬ 
tle  boy.  Banks,  is  blessed  to  be  a 

E art  of  a  family  where  he  will 
e  kept,  encouraged,  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  mind,  soul,  body, 
and  spirit.  Already  there  are 
dozens  of  folks  who  are  help¬ 
ing  to  keep  him,  but  there  will 
be  many  others  in  the  days 
ahead  that  will  keep  him  point¬ 
ed  in  tiie  right  direction  and 
will  keep  him  from  crossing 
over  the  lines  where  there  is 
danger  and  hurt. 

The  "S"  stands  for  steward. 
That  is  what  he  must  be  —  a 

food  steward.  For  only  a  few 
ays  ago  he  came  to  live  with 
us  here  in  this  capsule  of  time 
called  life  and  mere  will  be 
decisions  by  the  dozens,  by  the 
hundreds,  and  even  by  the 
thousands  that  he  will  have  to 
make  in  his  lifetime.  Who 
knows  how  many  decisions  he 
will  have  to  make  that  will 
shape  who  he  is,  what  he  will 
become,  and  fKJto  hlF  Will  bless 
those  around  him. 

When  he  arrived,  all  tiie  folks 
gathered  around^-  the  window 
and  were  peering  Rt  him.  Some 
said  that  he  looked  like  this  one 
or  that  one,  his  mom,  his  dad,  his 
sister,  and  even  his  unde.  But,  in 
reality,  he  looked  like  "Banks" 
and  we  pray  that  God  will  bless, 
keep,  and  use  him! 

This  Christmas,  as  we  give 
thanks  for  our  living  Lord,  we 
are  also  grateful  that  "unto  us  a 
child  is  bom." 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  M/COMBOOQ8. _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  walk-in, 
smoke-free,  no  pets,  sleeps  six.  Two  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  scenic  view.  Dinner  tickets  for 
anniversary,  birthday.  Previously  the 
Broocks  condo.  January  &  February  specials 

for  2004.  Call  (662)  746-6702. _ 

LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
video.  For  more  information  write:  P.O. 
Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840.  Email 

larsin>pfl  ash.com. _ _ _ 

LEARN  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  BIBLE.  FREE 
to  try.  $2.00  to  buy  E-Book;  www.bible- 

basics.com. _ _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen/glass 
rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  453- 
2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


TOMBSTONE,  CARPET,  &  CHIMNEY 

cleaning.  Also,  water  removal.  Contact 
Richard  Sims  with  R  &  R  Steam 
Cleaning.  Phone  (601)  892-1622  or 

cell  phone  (601  >506-601 7. _ 

FOR  SALE:  1987  DODGE  15  PASSENGER 
van.  Vehicle  has  61 ,000  plus  miles  and  is  in 
good  condition.  Sealed  bids  will  be 
received  by  First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins, 
Mississippi  up  to  and  no  later  than  2:00pm 
on  December  29,  2003.  Arrangements  to 
inspect  the  vehicle  and  pick  up  bid  forms 

can  be  made  by  calling  (601 )  928-5226. _ 

AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
for*  distance  company.  4.9/minute,  no 
monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,000  happy  customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 
Dhoneservice.com. _ 

TRavEl — England;  Ireland” 

Scotland  and  Wiles  May  25-June  9, 
2004.  Call  Bill  and  Margarita  Stanford  at 
(601)  924-1593  for  a  brochure  describ¬ 
ing  16  exciting  days  rich  in  history,  cul- 
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HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

WEDDING!!!  PRICED  PROFESSION- 
ALS?  TOO  EXPENSIVE!  Let  me  give  you 
an  estimate.  Pit  Barnes  (601)  856-7156. 

bam 1 342#bel  lsouth.net. _ 

MA|OR  MEDICAL  INSURANCE:  Too 
expensive?  To  view  coverage  for  major 
illnesses  only  and/or  discounted  drugs. 
Pit  Barnes  (601)  856-7156,  Mutual  of 
Omaha.  Email:  bam1342Cbellsouth.net 


MCU1UIYI  Uy  jwpvmmiv,  - - - 

Southern  Baptist  Church  for  experienced, 
full-time,  studentAecreation  pastor.  Send 
resumes  to  Crawford  Baptist  Church,  3000, 
Sun  Valley  Drive.  Mobile.  AL  3661 8. 
FULL-TIME  YOUTH  PASTbR,  FBC 
Vidalia.  Send  resumes  to  100  Hickory 
Street,  Vidalia,  LA  71373,  or  email 
yc*ithpastor#fbcvidalia.com- 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO 


hi  '• 

ITOLLFREE  1  H00  J 3 1  G035I 


Btbliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2003 

TRB  Z  SRFM  IPTI  IPJK 
PFTLFWI  CF  THMTXW: 
GKI  GFATKWF  JD  IPF 
OFJOHF  MPZAP  WITRB 
GX  Z  WTZB  Zl,  IPTI  IPFX 
CTX  GFHZFNF  IPTI  IPJK 
PTWI  WFRI  CF. 

QJPR  FHFNFR:  DJLIX-IMJ 
Clue:  D  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  12:32 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeWny  has  the  Rotation-*  llpaRRonger 
i  ini- bus  that  meets  ffedertl  safety  standard* 


M  It 


\  normal  manner  of  point  he  began  to  praise  ("Bless' ;  Insights  from  the  text. 

Idbirth.  The  miracle  of  God  in  a  song  (vs.  29-32).  He  No  Room:  Luke  does  not  give 
>  virgin  mother  was  her  called  himself  a  "servant "  (a  slave  the  motives  that  turn  Mary  and 
iception  through  the  or  bondservant)  and  asked  to  Joseph  away  from  the  inn.  The 

ion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  depart  (to  leave  or  to  die).  innkeeper  may  have  done  the  best  he 

ad  Luke  1*34-35).  Simeon  saw  more  than  a  baby;  amid  under  the  circumstances,  but  it 

he  saw  God's  answer  to  people's  presents  a  moral  truth  about  the 
iusalem  (2:27-28):  sin  problem.  He  saw  God's  uni-  human  heart.  Many  turn  Christ 

After  Christ’s  drcumri-  versal  salvation  (vs.  30-32).  envoy  from  a  permanent  place  in  their 

n  and  Mary's  period  of  Simeon  foresaw  the  hostility  hearts.  Yet,  when i.  Christ  is  received 
David  (v.  4).  Herechel  *  ,  ceremonial  unefeanness,  Jesus  would  provoke  and  die  suf-  there  is  no  room  far  anything  oppo- 

Hobbs  noted  that  the  Anderson  Mary  and  Joseph  made  the  ferine  Mary  would  endure,  site  of  his  permanent  place  as  Lord- 

"Biblical  record  implies  that  five  mile  tnp  from  Bethlehem  to  People  would  either  accept  or  Watttng:  It  is  not  the 

Mary  was  also  of  the  lineage  of  Jerusalem  There  in  the  Temple  reject  Him  (v.  34a).  Their  response  American  way  to  wait.  In  our 
David;  since  Joseph  was  not  they  fulfilled  the  Mosaic  laws  (v.  to  Him  would  reveal  the  content  fast-food  culture  there  is  not  a 

esus'  real  father,  he  could  only  27)  of  purification  and  redemption  of  their  hearts  (v.  34b  &  35b).  Mary  moment  to  lose,  but  there  are 

>e  the  son  of  God  througrt  of  their  firstborn  chikl  would  suffer  also,  but  her  suffer-  some  things  that  take  time*  and 

Vlary."  Mary  was  espoused  to  To  authenticate  Christ's  birth  ing  would  not  atone  for  sin  (v.  35).  plenty  of  it.  The  phrase  twflif 

of  it  all  a  child  was  bom.  It  Joseph  meaning  that  they  were  Luke  recorded  two  testimonies.  The  harsh  response  of  people  to  upon  the  Lora  is  found  forty- 

e  greatest  and  most  glorious  married  but  not  in  file  fullest  First  was  Simeon,  a  'Just"  and  her  son  woulcfbring  her  the  deep-  three  times  in  the  Old  Testament. 

i  human  history,  the  birth  of  sense.  They  did  not  consum-  "devout"  man.  This  means  he  con-  est  of  sorrows.  There  are  times  to  wait  while 

Tirist  mate  their  marriage  until  after  formed  his  life  to  God's  standards  The  second  testimony  was  of  relying  on  God  s  faithfulness. 

Jesus' birth  (v.  5).  and  lived  carefully  in  the  presence  an  elder  prophetess  who  was  The  Face  of  All  People:  Simeon 

ehem  (2:4-7):  The  approximate  80  to  90-  of  God  (v.  25).  He  lived  expectant-  widowed  for  seven  years,  foresaw  that  Otnst  ssalvatwn  wold 

ce's  account  of  Christ's  mile  trip  from  Nazareth  to  ly  and  confidently  that  the  Similar  to  Simeon,  she  jwas  encompass  all  people.  Mississippi 

was  written  against  the  Bethlehem  was  difficult.  Yet  it  Messiah  ("Consolation  of  Israel")  devoted  and  dedicated  toGod.  Baptists  have  missions .  as  itsheatt. 

top  of  history  (v.  4).  The  placed  the  couple  in  the  city  would  come  before  his  death  (v.  She  was,  so  to  speak,  at  the  The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

>f  Christ  was  not  a  fable;  the  prophet  Micah  declared  25b).  The  Holy  Spirit  led  this  Temple  every  time  the  doors  far  International  Missions  is ;  one  effec- 

ipened  in  real  time  and  would  be  the  birthplace  of  the  devout  man  to  the  Temple  to  wor-  were  opened  (v.  37).  After  rec-  tive  way  to  carry  the  Great 

the  sovereignty  of  God.  Messiah  (Micah  5:2).  ship,  as  was  his  custom  (v.  2 7).  ogmzing  Christ  as  the  Messiah,  Commission  to  the  face  cfall  people. 

:sar  Augustus  allowed  the  Doctor  Luke  recorded  that  There  he  cradled  the  child  in  his  she  continually  spoke  to  those  in  —  -  - 

o  register  at  their  ancestral  Mary  experienced  a  full  term  arms  and  recognized  Jesus  as  the  Jerusalem  who  were  waiting  for  Anderson  is  pastor  of  First 

J  r  . —  1  J--':  the  redemption  of  Israel  (v.  38).  Church,  Saltillo. 


By  Ken  Anderson 


returned  to  his  pregnancy  and  delivered  Christ  in  long  awaited  Messiah.  At  that  the  redemption  of  Israel  (v.  38) 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rejoicing  in  (he  Saviors  Birth 
Matthew  1:1-2, 16-25 

By  Ann  Maniscalco 


ones  proclamation  to  Mary  that  she  save  his  people  from  their  sins" 
jw  a  would  bear  God's  Son.  "At  that  (vs.  21).  Tne  name  "Jesus" 
;ast  a  time"  (vs.  39)  Mary  went  to  visit  means  "the  Lord  saves",  and 
some  her  cousin  Elizabeth  and  stayed  His  miraculous  birth  would 
—  to  about  three  months  before  fulfill  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah 
;y  all  returning  home.  This  is  proba-  7:14,  the  coming  or  Immanuel 
/e)  a  bly  when  Joseph  became  aware  —  "God  with  us."  ^ 

rould  of  her  pregnancy.  It  seemed 

less-  Mary  had  been  unfaithful,  but  Blessed  Birth  (Matt.  1:24-25): 
r  tree,  because  Joseph  was  a  "righteous  Joseph  was  obedient  to  this 

toces-  man",  he  didn't  want  to  cause  heavenly  vision.  Did  he  have 
snsed  her  "public  disgrace"  which  questions?  I'm  sure  he  did,  iust 
three  might  nave  resulted  in  her  being  as  Mary  must  have  had  when 
s  his-  stoned,  so  he  planned  to  she  accepted  God's  call  to  bear 
men-  "divorce  her  quietly."  the  Savior.  However,  their  self- 

ine  is  There  are  always  those  less  obedience  gave  them  the 
s.  16).  who  would  "cast  stones"  at  incredible  opportunity  to  raise 
ctgical  people  caught  in  sin's  clutch-  the  Son  of  God! 
direct  es.  However,  God's  love  is  When  God  calls  us  to  a  task, 
IL  always  redemptive,  and  especially  that  of  witnessing,  we 
wants  us  to  put  aside  such  might  be  afraid.  As  Joseph,  we 
Hatt.  judgmental  attitudes  and  may  be  pondering  how  to  pro- 
reach  out  to  such  persons.  ceed,  but  just  as  the  angel  said  to 
;ed  to  be  Joseph,  "do  not  be  afraid,"  God's 

vs.  18).  In  Divine  Direction  (Matt.  Spirit  can  give  us  the  same  assur- 
more  than  1:20-23):  ance  of  His  presence  to  lead  us. 

>day,  we  Since  Joseph  was  a  "right-  "Are  you  ready  for 
might  consider  it  the  brief  time  eous  man",  he  was  in  tune  with  Christmas:  What  better  way  to 
between  a  couples  wedding  God.  An  angel  spoke  to  hint' in  celebrate  the  CHRISTmas  season 
vows  and  their  honeymoon,  a  dream,  telling  him  not  to  be  than  to  share  Jesus'  love  and  the 
The  couple  was  legally  united,  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  his  wife,  message  of  hope  He  brings! 

‘  t  physically  consum-  The  angel  informed  him  of  the  - £ - 


that  Jesus  was  the  SH  i 

long-awaited  Messiah,  ! 

(the  Greek  word  is  * 

"Christ"),  a  title  mean-  Maniscaico  1 
the  Anointed  MaiU8caico 
Genealogy  was  impor-  sion  is  i 
tant  to  Matthew's  Jewish  read-  version, 
and  he  used  this  list  to  importa 
show  Jesus  as  the  fulfillment  of  tory  (vs. 

calling  Him  "the  tioned  i 


The  question  everyone  hears 
this  time  of  year  —  "Are  you 
ready  for  Christinas?"  —  is  an  ing 
unsettling  one  for  me.  As  I  strug-  One. 
gle  amidst  December's  hustle 
and  bustle  to  focus  on  the  tiny  ers, 

Babe  who  gives  Christmas  its 
true  meaning,  I  wonder  if  the  prop 
Lord  —  whose  birth  we  are  to  son  of  David" 
celebrate  —  would  say  I  was  looked  back  t 
"ready  for  Christmas  ".  Perhaps  where  God  j 
this  is  a  good  question  to  ask  otn-  that  his  "thn 
ers  —  even  fellow  believers  —  to  established  fc 
see  if  their  preparation  is  proper-  Isaiah  11:1-5). 
ly  focused.  If  we  are  attuned  to  ring  to  Him 
tne  Spirit's  quiet  voice,  this  sea-  Abraham"  ren 
son  can  be  one  of  great  witness-  God's  promise 
ing  opportunities!  Pause  and  ask  that  "all  peop 
God  to  make  you  aware  of  those  be  blessed 
He's  prepared  to  hear  file  Gospel  (Genesis  12:3) 
through  you.  Although  the  focal  passage 

omits  verses  3-15,  take  a  few 
Significant  Genealogy  (Matt,  moments  to  read  the  cross-sec  - 
1:1-2, 16-17):  tion  of  Jesus  genealogy.  Down 

Matthew,  one  of  the  synoptic  this  timeline  marched  quite  a 
Gospel  authors,  wrote  to  prove  procession  of  characters,  repre- 


but  had  not  m 
mated  their  relationship. 

Luke  1:26-38  recounts  the 


Family  Bible  Study 

Life  in  the  Son 
John  1:1-18 


It  was  a  delight  to  hear  the  chil¬ 
dren  say,  "we  know  our  ABCs."  It 
was  not  their  school  alphabet  but 
the  ABCs  of  Vacation  Bible  School. 
They  would  say  "A"  means  admit 
that  you  are  a  sinner.  "B"  means  to 
believe  that  Jesus  is  God's  son  and 
accept  God's  gift  of  forgiveness 
form  sin.  "C"  means  to  confess 
your  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord.  Then,  what  a  joy  to  hear 
the  tender  hearts  of  a  children way 
to  receive  Christ  as  their  Lora  and 
Savior.  It  happens  in  many  other 
places  and  among  all  ages.  People 
find  real  life  that  only  can  be  found 
in  Jesus  Christ  It  can  happen  while 
the  lesson  is  being  taught 

The  text  is  from  wnat  is  known 
as  the  prologue  of  John's  Gospel. 
John  presents  a  magnificent  por¬ 
trait  of  Christ,  the  eternal  Wond. 

Christ  is  the  Word  (v.  1): 

What  did  John  intend  his 
readers  to  understand  by  the  use 


of  foe  words  "the  Word 
was  God.”  The  "Word" 
is  a  translation  of  foe 
Greek  word  logos,  »  . 

which  refers  to  a  person  Ana< 

and  that  person  is  Jesus  Christ. 
To  use  Jesus  in  place  of  foe 
"Word"  and  vice-versa  has  foe 
same  meaning.  The  "Word"  is 
Jesus,  foe  revelation  of  God  in 
human  flesh. 

Christ  is  Eternal  (v.2): 

Jesus'  birth  in  Bethlehem  was 
not  foe  beginning  of  His  exis¬ 
tence.  He  was  in  foe  beginning 
with  God.  Read  John  17:5.  There 
was  never  a  time  when  Christ 
did  not  exist  with  foe  Father.  He 
is  eternal  and  totally  God. 

Christ  is  the  Creator  (v.  3): 

To  place  verse  three  parallel 
with  the  Genesis  account  of  cre¬ 
ation  presents  a  glimpse  of  Christ's 
preincamate  existence  and  activity. 


Anderson 


Christ  is  foe  creator  and 
sustainer  of  all  that  exists. 

Christ  is  the  Light 
and  the  Life  (vs.4,  5,9): 

John  used  foe  physi¬ 
cal  terms  life  and  light  to 
communicate  spiritual 
truths.  While  one’s 
physical  fife  is  a  reality 
with  Christ  as  its  source, 
so  is  the  spiritual  life. 
Real  fife  is  more  than  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  material.  Real  life  comes 
through  Christ  and  Christ  alone. 
Christ  is  foe  source  of  true 
authentic  spiritual  fight.  Fred 
Howard  wrote,  "Christ  is  foe 
real  Light  in  contrast  to  physical 
light  mat  is  actual  fight  Dut  is  a 
best  a  weak  imitation  of  the  real 
thing."  Read  Matthew  5:14  and 
John  8:12.  He  enlightens  all  who 
will  receive  him  as  Lord  and 
Savior.  Of  course  there  is  an 
ongoing  effort  of  darkness  to 
extinguish  foe  Light,  but  foe 
light  keeps  on  shining. 

Christ  must  be  Received  (vs. 
10-13): 

There  are  some  who  will 
receive  foe  Light  and  some  who 


will  reject  foe  Light.  John  iden¬ 
tified  two  areas  where  the  Light 
was  rejected.  First  is  the  world 
or  the  general  mass  of  humani¬ 
ty.  Second  and  specifically,  foe 
Jewish  nation  —  Christ's  own 
people.  There  is  a  remnant  that 
will  receive  Him.  Those  who 
did  receive  him  were  given  foe 
right  or  privilege  to  become  foe 
children  of  God.  Becoming  a 
child  of  God  does  not  reside 
with  the  power  of  human 
efforts  or  accomplishment.  It  is 
a  gift  He  gave.  He  is  the  source 
of salvation. 

Christ  is  the  Incarnate 
Word  (v.14): 

The  news  of  great  joy  foe 
Shepherd's  heard  in  Luke  2:10 
was/is  that  the  Word  which  was 
in  foe  begiiming  and  foe  creator 
and  sustainer  of  all  things 
"became  flesh  and  dwelt  (literal¬ 
ly  pitched  his  tent  or  tabernacled 
among  us).  John  wrote  that  "we 
beheld  is  glory."  The  Greek  word 
for  glory  is  doxa  and  its  Old 
Testament  equivalent  Kabodh 
meant  "weight"  or  "heaviness."  It 
carries  the  idea  of  one’spersonal 
worth  or  character.  Therefore, 


Jesus  is  foe  perfect  revelation  of 
foe  character  of  God  (L. 
Coleman). 

It  is  amazing  that  God 
would  become  flesh  and  dwell 
with  us  full  of  grace,  but  even 
more  so  that  one  can  receive 
from  his  fullness.  Paul  wrote 
that,  "  you  may  be  filled  with 
all  the  fullness  of  Christ" 
(Ephesians  3:19). 


Insights  from  the  text: 

* Giving  light  to  all  men "  in 
verse  9  has  been  used  as  a  proof 
text  for  the  final  and  complete  sal¬ 
vation  of  all  being  (universal  sal¬ 
vation).  Verses  10-13  reveal  clear¬ 
ly  that  is  not  the  case. 

"John  bore  witness  of  him" 
(v.15)  and  so  should  all  believers. 
Mississippi  is  known  for  being  a 
part  of  the  Bible  belt.  Here  are 
some  facts  from  the  Bible  belt:  47% 
of  Mtssissippians  claim  no  person¬ 
al  relationship  with  Christ  and 
57 %  of  Mississippians  are 
unchurched.  In  2002  approximate¬ 
ly  450  Mississivpi  Baptist  church¬ 
es  reported  no  baptisms. 

Anderson  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Saltillo. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Understanding  God's  Compassion 
Jonah  4:1-11 


Bv  Ann  Maniscalco 


Do  you  have  some  favorite 
Scriptures?  Several  that  I  trea¬ 
sure  include  those  revealing 
God's  tender  compassion  and 
mercy.  I  like  to  be  reminded  of 
the  Father's  nature  in  this 
respect.  Sometimes  we  picture 
God  as  being  ready  ana  wait¬ 
ing  to  mete  out  punishment. 


of  the  God  who  wiped 
clean  foe  slate  of  foe 
inhabitants  of  Nineveh. 


God's  Character 
(Jonah  4:1-4): 

Jonah  was  infuriated  when 
God  showed  mercy  to  foe 
Ninevites.  Notice  Jonah's 
recounting  his  desire  to  flee  to 
Tarshish.  As  he  pouted,  he  admit- 


Maniscalco 


who  will  turn  to  Him  in 
:  repentance. 

Petty  Concerns 
(Jonah  4:5-9): 

'  Js|  Jonah  "sat  down  at  a 
place  east  of  the  city." 

SB  Perhaps  he  hoped  the 
destruction  his  message 
aBM^J  forewarned  would  shll 
ajco  take  place.  As  Jonah  tried 
to  provide  shelter  for  him¬ 
self,  God  prepared  a  shady  vine 
(vs.  6),  for  which  Jonah  was  very 
grateful.  The  next  day,  God  sent  a 
worm  to  teach  Jonah  an  impor- 


recounting  his  desire  to  flee  to  tant  lesson  on  priorities  (vs.  7).  We 
Tarshish.  As  he  pouted,  he  admit-  may  say  we  want  to  serve  Christ, 

a _ _  *  -  -  -  t  ■  ■  -  —  f  s  —  .J  ^  -  -  -  -  -  —  -  mm —  1  ?  t 


Perhaps  our  reasoning  is  based  ted  running  from  God  because  but  in  reality,  we  don't  want  to  be 


on  our  own  attitudes  toward 
those  who  have  hurt  or  offend¬ 
ed  us.  We  often  want  the  guilty 


he  knew  the  One  who  sent  him 
on  his  mission  was  "a  gracious 
and  compassionate  God,  slow  to 


party  to  pay  or  suffer  for  then  'anger  and  abounding  in  love" 
wrongdoing  —  we  don't  want  (vs.  2).  Jonah's  bitter  attitude 
them  to  "get  off  foe  hook"  with-  revealed  a  callous  heart,  and  he 
out  retribution.  had  quickly  forgotten  that  he 

As  we  ponder  the  brief  eleven  himself  had  just  been  a  recipient 
verses  in  this  week's  focal  pas-  of  God's  merciful  rescue  and 
sage,  may  we  realize  anew  our  restoration  (2:10).  We  may  think 
Father's  longsuffering,  merciful  certain  people  don't  deserve 
nature,  and  allow  foe  Holy  Spirit  God's  forgiveness,  but  in  truth, 
to  enable  us  to  forgive  in  like  man-  no  one  is  worthy  of  it  (Isaiah 
net  This  fourth  chapter  of  Jonah  64:6).  However,  it  is  God's  nature 
gives  us  a  glimpse  into  the  heart  to  quickly  foigjve  any  person 


inconvenienced  or  uncomfort¬ 
able.  That  is  not  the  kind  of  disd- 
pleship  our  Lord  requires.  "Then 
[Jesus  J  said  to  them  all.  If  any  man 
would  come  after  me,  he  must 
deny  himself  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily  and  follow  me"  (Luke 
9:23).  Setting  aside  one's  own 
wants,  comforts  and  priorities  is 
not  just  for  missionaries  serving  in 
foreign  lands  -  notice  foe  words 


God's  forgiveness,  but  in  truth,  "them  all"  in  the  preceding  verse, 
no  one  is  worthy  of  it  (Isaiah  For  believers  desiring  to  whole- 
64:6).  However,  it  is  God's  nature  heartedly  serve  foe  Lord  Jesus, 
to  quickly  foigjve  any  person  saying  ’no"  to  self  is  an  impera¬ 


tive.  What  "vines”  do  you  need  to 
cast  aside? 

Divine  Compassion  (Jonah 
4:10-11): 

Jonah  was  upset  when  the  vine 
perished,  but  he  couldn't  care  less 
about  the  fate  of  the  120,000  souls 
that  populated  Nineveh.  By  com¬ 
paring  the  one-day-old  vine  to  the 
spiritual  blindness  the  Ninevites 
had  endured,  God  forced  Jonah  to 
take  a  good  look  inside  himself. 
Jonah  was  self-centered;  God  was 
(and  always  is)  people-centered. 
The  scope  of  His  compassion  is 
limitless  and  embraces  all  peoples. 

God's  plan  for  Jonah  consist¬ 
ed  of  him  being  sent  far  from 
his  hometown.  However,  we 
don't  have  to  go  to  "foe  ends  of 
foe  earth"  (Acts  1:8)  to  touch 
foe  lives  of  internationals  — 
they  live  among  us!  Think  of 
foe  places  you  go  on  a  weekly 
basis.  Most  likely,  you 
encounter  people  of  different 
ethnic  backgrounds  regularly. 
Revelation  5:9  reminds  us  that 
Jesus'  blood  "purchased  men 
for  God  from  every  tribe  and 
language  and  people  and 
natron.  He  wants  you  to  be  a 
part  of  bringing  foe  lost  to  him. 


which  could  mean  involve¬ 
ment  with  those  of  a  different 
nationality. 

However,  God  may  also  be 
tugging  at  your  heart,  saying  as 
He  did  to  Abraham,  "Leave  your 
country  and  go  to  foe  land  I  will 
show  you"  (Genesis  12:1). 
Whether  or  not  you  are  called  to 
leave  your  time  zone,  you  will  be 
called  to  leave  your  comfort 
zone!  Young,  middle-aged,  and 
retired  people  are  needed  to  be 
on  mission  with  God,  and  there 
are  hundreds  of  exciting  ways 
you  can  serve  (career  or  volun¬ 
teer).  Contact  the  International 
Mission  Board  at  (800)  866-3621 
or  www.imb.org,  or  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  at  (800) 
462-8657  or  www.namb.net.  Your 
assodational  director  of  missions 
can  offer  guidance  for  local  possi¬ 
bilities  as  well. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  had  an 
unquenchable  passion  for 
men's  souls  (Luke  4:16-19, 
Luke  19:10,  John  4:34-35,  John 
7:37,  John  12:32).  Will  you  let 
His  consuming  love  propel  you 
into  the  waiting  harvest? 

Maniscalco  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs. 
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Wilfred  Congdon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  George  F. 

Pettey 

Mrs.  Viola  Courtney 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  B. 
Thompson 
Alan  Crawford 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  David  Miller 
Mrs.  Joe  Crawford 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  M.  Hill 
Mr.  Beanie  R.  Crockett 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wallace  A.  day 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  K. 
Pyron  Jr. 

Shannon,  Hamp  ft 
Nathan  Dye 
Mr.  Jerry  Cram 

First  Baptist  Church 


ABaa  Ihytor 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Jamie  Ihytor 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Curtis  A. 
Buchanan 
Travis  Taylor 

Kathy,  Joe,  Jayne  Kathryn 
ft  Andrew  Denson 
Clarence  IMfsrd 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Burley  Smith 
Mrs.  Raby  Leaora  Thomas 

Dt  ft  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Fred  Thornton 

Mr.  Jimmie  S  mi  they 
Mr.  W.  W.  "Woody”  Tisdale,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  V.  Parker 
Mr.  Woodrow  Tisdale 

Ms  Berths  W.  Nichols 
Pat  Turner 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Herman  L. 
Dungan  Jr. 

Arthur  W.  Wade 

Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Walden 

Brookhaven  Surgery 

Clinic 

Dr.  John  W.  Fisk  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Toney 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ben  ll 
Spearman 
Mr.  Hoyt  Wafley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frink  H.  Jones 
Baddy  Walters 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Perry  Green 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  John  D.  Harper 
Lillian,  Perry  Anne  ft 
Raga  Hayward 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  A. 
Ligon  Jr. 

Rosalie  Warren 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Glen  Watkins 

Faith  SSC.  Highland  BC- 
Vicksburg 
Ms.  Edna  Watson 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Samuel  R.  Lee 
Mrs.  Guinn  Weathers 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  London  E. 

Brown 

Major  J.  Webb 

The  Family  of  Earl  ft 
Willie  Farish 
Mrs.  Detma  Welbora 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D. 

Jayroe 

Bobby  Wells 

Mr.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 

Glen  Wells 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  B.  Coleman 
Mr.  Calvin  L.  Wells 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  D.  L.  Hatkness 
Rev.  Zeno  Wells 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Renee  West 

Mn.  Frances  S.  Kemp 
Tsyktr  Whitaker 

Mn.  Doris  R.  Young 
MlkeWhlttley 

Ruth  SSC,  Juniper  Grove 
BC-Poplarville 
Mr.  Parvis  Wier 

Leroy,  Sandra  ft  Morgan 


Mr*.  Jackis  Euqna 

Mn.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Myitis  Harper 

Ms  Joyce  E  Wilkins  ft 
Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cheater  Herringtoa 
Mr.  E.  S.  Roberts 
Joshua  Day  Jayroe 

Dt  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
William  Carter  Jayroe 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D. 
Jayroe  ' 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Dt  ft  Mn.  R.  B.  Townes  Jr. 
Mr.  JoBy  P.  McCarty 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ferry  E. 
Atherton 

Mrs.  Louise  B.  McCraw 
Ms.  Jean  E.  Barron 
Benlah  B.  N.  McDade 

Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Clifford  McDade 

Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 

WllUnsn  UsJLfL 
W  IJIUuil  IrnvftPBOC 

Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
WUHam  Jamas  McDade 
Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Mary  AMce  McDaniel 
Mn.  Terri  L.  Blake 
PerHeMcNcfl 
Galilee  BC 
Jerry  McRaney 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Howard 
Bridges 

Clarence  E.  Meddcrs 

Mr.  Owen  R.  Warren 
Mr.  Harry  MikeU 

Ms.  Joyce  R.  Hall 
Travis  L.  Mitchell 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Atherton 


Fidelis  SSC,  Highland 
BC- Vicksburg 
Julia  Monroe 

Debbie  ft  Bubba  Lang 
Capt  ft  Mrs.  Jeff  Montgomery 
Mr.  Shenell  R.  Sturdivant 
Rev.  Ronny  Robinson 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  L. 

White 


Dr  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Rufus  Childs 
Sr.  Adah  Men's  Sunday  School 
Mr.  E.  S.  Roberts 
Hubert  E.  ft  Haael  Stroud 
J! to.  J.  D.  Pitman 
Mrs.  Mky  Taylor 

Ruth  Taylor’s  SSC,  FBC- 

Unioo 


Mr.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Howard  Moon 
Concord  BC 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Moon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  T. 
Keeton  Jr. 


Kaye  Hilderbnnd 
Lane  Wigington 
Gilmore  Sandifer 

Mn.  Francis  M.  Millis 
Helen  Saucier 

Regenia  ft  John  Davis 
Mn.  Mary  F.  Ladner 
Ms.  Leaa  Seago 

Mn.  Alice  R.  Dowdy 
Judy  Seipert 

Rev.  ft  Mn.  Harold  G. 
Wilson 

Mrs.  Lottie  Mae  Shamblia 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  W.  Jones 
Mr.  Elvin  Sharp 

Ms.  Bcrna  Dean  Tullos 
Mr.  Cecil  Shipley 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mr.  Gary  Forman 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Richard 
Rogen 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 


www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Mn.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 


Memorials 


Bal  Mobley 
Martha  Davis 

Lydia  SSC.  Calvary  BC- 
Cleveland 

Mn.  Mildred  P.  Holmes 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Frank  L. 
Morgan 

Mrs.  Bernice  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  K. 
Bullock 

Mrs.  Preston  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  George  R. 

Faulk 

Eva  Devine 

Leaf  River  BC 

Cham  Dew 

Barbara  ft  Lee  Penne baker 


Mi.  Gaye  Albritton 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Helen  B.  Arnold 

Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Myrian  Axlin 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Don  O.  Baker 
Jaaiee  Herring  Baird 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Mrs.  Dolly  Baker 

Mn.  Jacqueline  H.  Green 


Dr.  Raanne  Tindle 
Mrs.  QuMa  Murphy 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  David  Truitt 
Mrs.  Valeria  Joiner  Murry 

Mn.  Louise  M.  Thompson 
Mr*.  Marie  Netties 

First  Baptist  Church 
LeDoris  Nicholson 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Moran  M. 
Pope  Jr. 

Mra.  Thelma  Nowell 

Dinah  Adams  ft  Family 
Mn.  Shirley  M.  Nowell 
Mr.  HaattKoa  Otts 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Murray 
Higgins 

Richard  Scott  Owta 

Mn.  Fiances  S.  Kemp 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roy  Gray 

Mr.  Everett  Baraee 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Gray 
Mra.  Mildred  Banmowakl 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ernest  L. 
Scruggs 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ray  L.  Moore 


Eari  Grubbs 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Margaret  Gully 

Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Guynes 

Mn.  Audrey  W.  Hamilton 
Mn.  Doris  M.  Morris 


Mrs.  Ruth  Tillman 
Josephine  Skipper 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard 
Bridges 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Gus  Evans 

Alfred  Jefferson  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mn  .  John  W. 
Horton  Sr. 

Mary  Emma  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  C  Gene  Qyder 
Mr.  Odie  B.  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joseph  D.  Smith 
Mrs.  Raby  Smtth 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  Wayne 
Van  Horn 
Margaret  Smyser 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Files 
Pliihaf  Sorey 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  N. 
Wilkerson 
Mr.  Hagh  Speights 

Mn.  Bal  Mobley 
Saadra  Spell 

Richard  T.  Hawthorne 
Family 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  David  B.  Snath 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Stockett 
Mr.  Sam  Stockett 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  M.  F.  Vaughn 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Springer 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Bernard  M 

Thylor 


Maids,  Josh,  Jonathan.  Jod 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mack  Alford 
Nora  Betty  Hnden-Downs 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  B.  Haden 
Martin  Hammncfc 

Mn.  Shirley  Hewitt 


Jerry  Grahams 
Sanford  Hollidays 
Grace  Porter 
Clifton  Porters 
Friendship  SSC.  Valley 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Howard 


Min  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mrs.  Meta  Hanariman 
Shuqualak  BC 
Mrs.  Chriatiae  Hardin 

Mn.  Rota  M.  Miller 
Wayne  Hardy 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hank  A. 
Robison  Jr. 


Stantod  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Margerite  Batting 

Ms.  Virginia  B.  Carpeate 
Birdsong 


Dt  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 


Richard  Worthy 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Herman  L. 
Dungan  Jr. 

Mra.  Sybte  Sweeney  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mn.  ftny  E. 
Atherton 

Mrs.  HBda  Zwahr 

Kaye  Hilderbrand 
Lane  Wigington 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hubert  T. 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Alton  Ifcylor 


Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Glen  King 
Minnie  Lea  Jones 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  B.  Graham 
Mrs.  Clara  Jones 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Stokes  Jones 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 


Mn.  Ray  Orillot 


October  1  •  31, 2003 
Honors 


Unity  Bapttet  Church,  Waal 
Ms.  Sarah  C.  Scon 
Herds  ft  Mildred  Anthony 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Vernon  P. 
Theriot 

Mra.  Joyce  Beaaley 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Aubry  Hays 

Ella  Bozeman  Circle- 
Prenhss  United  Melodist 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Harold  G. 
Wilson 
Thrry  Busby 

Fint  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Campbell 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roy  Gray 
Mra.  Lorane  Cranage 

Ruth  Thylor's  SSC,  FBC- 


Dr.  ft  Mn.  Phillip  B 
Murray  ft  Alan 


